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Table 1. Strategies and Key Actions of the Five—Year School-based Infectious Diseases Prevention
and Preparedness Plan

Strategies Key Actions

* Develop customized educational materials for each infectious disease to
enhance student education

* Enhance infectious disease management capabilities through training for
school and education office faculty

« Strengthen the management of students/faculty entering and exiting foreign
countries or new students at school

Strengthening proactive
prevention

* Develop a school quarantine model and secure annual quarantine supplies
* Establish student infectious disease patient surveillance and reporting

system
) L * Analyze outbreak trends and introduce an “epidemic warning system” within
Strengthening the initial school
response to outbreaks . . . . .
P * Manage infected students inside and outside of school linked to their
homes.

* Develop a preemptive tuberculosis prevention project for students/faculty
* Develop and supplement response manuals for use in educational settings
» Conduct regular mock training tailored to the characteristics of the

Strengthening capacity to educational setting
respond to emerging infectious * Disclose transparently information related to the outbreak of novel
disease crises infectious diseases

« Strengthen the cooperation system, including collaboration and distributing
roles with related organizations

* Minimize deficit of education classes and support cyber home learning

* Establish standards for quarantine measures for schools that resume normal
classes

* Provide psychological support for the return of infectious disease patients
(quarantined person)

Strengthening measures to
return to normal life

» Promote improvements to laws and systems to strengthen school quarantine
and block the spread of infectious diseases

« Establish a field-centered School-based Infectious Diseases Prevention and
Preparedness Plan

« Strengthen support for individual schools and offices of education

« Strengthen the management system of kindergartens, universities, and
academies

* Secure expertise by deploying dedicated personnel

Improving systems and
strengthening infrastructure to
enhance response capabilities
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Table 2. General Characteristics of Participants
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Participant Interview type Affiliation Position Location
A Focus—group 1 Office of Education Supervisor B-si
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D Focus—group 1 District Office of Education Senior manager D-do
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G In—depth 2 Office of Education Supervisor C-si
H In-depth 3 Office of Education Supervisor C-si
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ABSTRACT

Research on The Five-Year School-based Infectious Diseases
Prevention and Preparedness Plan (2016~2020):
Its Limitations and Improvement

Kang, Cho Ryok (Researcher, Red Cross College of Nursing, Chung-Ang University, Seoul /
Research professor, Allergy and Immunology Center, Korea University, Seoul)
Choe, Young June (Associated Professor, Department of Pediatrics, Korea University College of Medicine and

Korea University Anam Hospital, Seoul, Korea)

Purpose: This study aimed to explore the limitations and improvement measures of a five-year
School-based Infectious Disease Prevention and Preparedness Plan (2016~2020) and was
conducted using in-depth and focus group interviews adopting generic qualitative research methods.
Eight public officials were selected as participants: four supervisors, a deputy director from the
Office of Education, a senior manager from the District Office of Education, a senior researcher,
and a researcher from the Korea Disease Control and Prevention Agency. Analysis confirmed that
the improvement measures have been identified through experiences in responding to COVID-19
regarding ‘strengthening proactive prevention’, ‘strengthening initial response to outbreaks’,
‘strengthening capacity to respond to emerging infectious disease crises’, ‘strengthening measures
to return to normal life’, and ‘improving systems and strengthening infrastructure to enhance
response capabilities’. The improvement measures explored in this study could be used to
strengthen the school response system during infectious disease outbreaks. It is hoped that the
results of this study will be useful for establishing the next five-year plan to ensure schools are

protected from infectious diseases.

Key words : Schools, Infectious Disease, COVID-19, Prevention and Control
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