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Table 1. General Characteristics of the Participants
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ID  Age Province Educational institution Educated era  Defecting year Job in North Korea

1 63  Yanggang Nursing class of Medical school 1960s 2011 Nurse —
Associate doctor

2 28 Hambuk Nursing school 2010s 2016 Nurse

3 34  Hambuk Nursing school 2000s 2018 Nurse

4 23 Hambuk Nursing school 2010s 2019 Nurse

5 23 Yanggang Nursing school 2010s 2019 Nurse

6 45  Yanggang Nursing school 1990s 2019 Nurse

7 24 Yanggang Special class of Nursing school 2010s 2019 Nurse

8 63  Hambuk Military Nursing School 1980s 2009 Nurse

9 39 Yanggang Military Nursing School 2000s 2017 Nurse

10 44  Yanggang Nursing School 1990s 2020 Nurse —

Doctor(Level 6)
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Table 2. Participants’ Experiences on Education and Practice of Nursing in North Korea

Category Theme Subtheme
Entering nursing Official admission - Selection in a planned economy based on rules
education - Party choices depending on changing circumstances

Private admission

- Self-treatment is unavoidable, it is a fact.
- Decision for the survival of the family

Completing different
nursing education
by period

Length of classes in the
curriculum

- The time allotted for classes in the regulations
- Depending on the circumstances, class periods are
frequently altered.

Educational expenses while
attending school

- Said that there is no tuition.
- Aside from tuition, paid education

Different ideological curriculum
by period

- ldeological curriculum from the 1960s to 1980s
- ldeological curriculum of the 1990s and 2000s
- Ideological curriculum since 2010

Different major curriculum by
period

- Major curriculum from the 1960s to 1980s
- Major curriculum in the 1990s and 2000s
- Major curriculum since 2010

Performing nursing
practice and
continuing learning

Grant of nurse qualifications

- Qualifications granted in the 1960s to 1980s
- Qualifications granted in the 1990s and 2000s
- Qualification granted after 2010

Performing nursing practice in
clinical settings

- Practice in a variety of clinical contexts.
- Practice only as directed by your physician
- An inadequate workforce and nonstop shift labor

Performing nursing practice
outside of clinical settings

- Insufficient wage to support oneself
- Supplementation of salary through informal home
visits

Social tasks other than nursing
practice

- Burden of common social tasks
- Difficulties with social and personal tasks

Nurses’ self-critique and
continuing learning

- Self-criticism is a common occurrence
- Promotion via the system of career development
education
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ABSTRACT

Experiences of Nurses Defecting from North Korea Regarding
North Korean Nursing Education and Practice

Jeon, Jung Hee (Visiting Professor, College of Nursing, Ewha Womans University)

Kim, Kon Hee (Professor, College of Nursing, Ewha Womans University)

Purpose: This qualitative study sought to comprehend the nursing practice and education that
North Korean nurses who defected to South Korea encountered in their home country.
Methods: Semi-structured questions were used to conduct in-depth interviews with ten nurses.
The conventional content analysis method was employed to analyze the collected data. Results:
Three categories were identified by the participants to describe the nursing practice and
education in North Korea: 207 codes, 26 subthemes, and 11 themes were used with respect to
decisions made about ‘Entering nursing education’, ‘Completing different nursing education by
period’, and ‘Performing nursing practice and continuing learning’. There have been significant
changes in nursing education and practice, including admission requirements, course lengths,
major curriculum, nursing qualifications, and practice, in line with the period of significant
changes brought about by socioeconomic challenges and law revision. Significant differences in
nursing education and practice between South and North Korea were also identified.
Conclusion: These findings allowed us to comprehend the status of nursing in North Korea
today. Setting a course for integrating nursing practice and inter-Korean exchange in a unified
Korean Peninsula in the future will also be feasible. We perceive a greater need for ongoing

attention to North Korea's nursing practice and curriculum now than in the past.

Key words : North Korea, Nursing, Education, Practice, Qualitative research
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